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Shall we Vivisect ?

By JOSIAH OLDFIELD, MLA., D.C.L., MR.CS.,

Spador Flysivian fo foe Lfady Margoret Frudferien Sospidel,

Bromicy, Aend.
am oppesed to Vivisection because it is one of the
[ forms of cruelty.

Nearly thirty years ago I gave up blood sports,
although the fazcin-
ation of shooting
apd fizshing were
strong upon me and
the argonments of
the spotisman were
ready Lo my longne.

I gave it up bo-
canse of the cruelty
which 1. found was
inseparablyattached
ta it and which left
behind at eventide a taste of bitterness, however glorious
the day itsell bad been. ;

Nearly thiety years age I gave up fHesh eating,
although the love of the broth of dead things was
strong upon me, and though the plausible plea that
gnimals were “*sént” for man's wse had grown up
with me from childhoed.

1 gave up flesh eating because 1 found that hltlthEl‘ﬂ
conld not be separated from cruelty, and that however mue
the well seasoned dish stimulated my palate; the after
taste of a pathetic sadness gpoiled the memory of it,
and compellsd me to become Froitanan.

And se with Vivisection, It is inseparably connected
with cruelty and with sufferings which need no exagger-
ation. They go home to the heart, and refuse to be
quicted however much the head may be plied with
argument or the intellect hardened by logic.

It is often replied that we who are opposed to cruelty
are flving in the face of Providence.

“Is not Providence,” they ask, *red in tooth and
poisonous in fang ¥ Da not the strong ever prey on the
weak P Are pot raven and cunning and cruelty and
slagghter the very foundations on 1.1'%1'1']1 Nature is built,
from the lowest rung of life's ladder?  Why, then, should
man presume to set up an unnatural standard of Gentle-
ness and Humaneness and Mercy towards the weak
aud sulfecing 7™

The answer is a simple cne, but like man another
simple truth, it 15 often cverlooked by those whiose ears
hear not and whose eves do not 2ee.

It is true that crueity and rapine and desclation and
devilry are carved deeply into the walls of the quarry
from whence we were Jiggc&. -

It is true that the pathway we have trodden iz strewn
with carcases and blackened with deeds of shame and
poisaned with a desalating curse, but thie is all behind us,
and only to those who, like Lot's wile, look back at the
Sedom from which they have been delivered is there this
picture of blood and destruction.

The pathway ahead is tinged with the halo of a
golden sunshine and auvrecled with the blessings of Peace.

Fraom Enmity we have come, fo Amity are our foot-
steps leading. From the law of * might is right " are we
being slowly freed, and dnfo the ireedom of the comrade-
ship of all sentient creation are we being nshered.

From the Egyptian land of Hate and Cruelty and
idols and fleshpots has the human eace begun its his-
toTIE _i.::.urnc:.' forpards the Canaan land of Love and
gentlences and a divine concept of fatherhood and a
sustenance-of manna and milk and honey and corn-
fickds and vinevards and oliveyards.

if 1 read the book of Nature aright, I admit only
too sorrowfully that the lower rungs of life's ladder
are splashed with gore and gashed with the strigeles
of agonyv; but I sce that it is omly the lswer rungs,
and that higher up the call of evolotion is ever to-
wards the bhumane and the compassionate and the
self-sacrificing.

The pathway of life is from Sadness fowards Glad-
ness, .and blessed are they who take wup their
parable and their burden to belp on the grand march
of the Ages.

Vivizeciion, therefore, since it tends to perpetuate
grievous pain, is refrogressive, and not progressive, and i3
on this ground to be condemned.

B R

IE, hawever, Vivizection hombly admits that it is a
dreadful evil, and proclaims in all' reverence that it is
being done, like many other dreadful things, uader
necessity, @8 a lemporary expedient, and that it will
only too giadly welcome any method to render itself
unnecessary, it is bound to show three things.

It 15 bound to show (1) that Viviscchion prodoces
important benefits to the human race; (2) that it does
not pay too great a price for these benefits; and (3)
that these benefits could not have bsen obtained by
any ather means.

I cannot attempt to analyse in any detail these
immense and important questions ; suffice it if 1 suggest a
lcading thought or two which will ghow why the most
convineed apolagist of Vivisection should pause before he
condemns the Humanitariang as unscientific or faddist.

Has the human race gained beneficial knowledge by
means of vivisection,

I am bound to confess that the claim may be
advanced that it has, just in the same way that it may
be claimed that the English race has become possessed
of many lands by bloody wars and treacheries, and deeds
of shame.

It -1, however, wvery easy to make claims which
cannot be substantiate ,:md}r when it 15 dogmatically
stated that rabies has been exterminated, diphtheria
rendered harmless, enteric fever deprived of its danger,
the circelation of the blood discovered, and brain surgery
made an exact craft by means of vivisection, I cannot
help feeling that the arrogance of dogma which o
citen blinded the Roman Church to the importance of
facts, is beginning ta lay its blighting hand upon the
high priests of physiological science.

Vivisection has been done in connection with all
the dizcoveries in these realms of anatomy and medicine
and surgery, and because of this it is arrogantly claimed
that the discovery was due to the Vivisection.

This i3 not the normal way in which discoveries are
actually made. They usually result’ from the acute
grasp, in a highly sensitive mind, of the result of many
obaerviations made by patient and painstaking watchers,
or of patent facts which are known to all, but which
have hitherto never been sensitively and actually observed
in the particular way in which the discoverer sensi-
tively and actually observes them.

“Let ua ikink less aboot cur ® rights,” mese abeul our * daties.” ™
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When anyone claims that such and such a discovery is
due to Vivisection, in a high percentage of cases vou
may bo assured that he is dogmatising without know-
ledze, and that in a considerable percentage he is
dogmatising without facts—and such degmas are closely
akin to falsehoods,

But in the residue of cases where beneficial know-
ledge has been acquired as the result of Vivisection,
we are hound to ask the second question.

* Have we paid too dearly for our bargain 2"

It is not enough for a physiclagist to come trium-
phantly into ear midst and to proclaim, * Lo, these
and thess are the treasures I bring!™ TWe ars bound
to reply, ¥ Show to vs the whole balance sheet.”” It
iz only cooking accounts to bring forward the Credd
gide of the ledeer. Before we can judge rightly we
must sce the Debit side also.

We can imagine many an Esau coming forth with
steaming pottage and crying aloud in his sensual joy,
“Behold | behold] here 15 savoury meat which 1 have
watten.  Food for the hungry. Strength for the failing.
Comfort for the lenging stomach. Have I not done
well? Am not [ a World's benefactor in thiat I am
perpetuating a virile race 7

Bi:t behind all this profession of good things obtained,
comes the ominous refrain, “ But E=an, thou hast lost
thy birthright and hast exchanged imperishable things
of glory for the paltey loxury of a passing meal.”

Is it not teue, too, that the researches of vivisection
are made by tampering with the most sacred of human
birthrights—the right to be humane—I had almost zaid
the right to become divine, in that Mercy and Seli-
gacrifice are the attributez of divinity!

Can we deliberately take a sentient animal and
slowly bake it to death in erder to discover some thermal
scale of cell endurance, without destroying some of the
angel within ng?

Can we take that wonderful masterpicce of dll dges,
the pictore of motherhood, and caliously smudge out the
meat pathetic tints from it in order to draw black lines
and interpolate gross cyphers, without blunting our best
artistic. senge ?

And yet men have actually taken a mother dog and
cut off her teats one by one and put the hungry pups
to the groaning dam, and have sat by with pencil and
paper to jot down facts about maternal secretions and
inheritad instincts!

Can anyone answer whether vivisection such as this
drew the man nearer to the Devil or to God ?

1 could linger long upon this dread field, but I dare
not. . I can only recall with a haunting memory of horror
how for ane Jong weelk, when in my stndent davs, T was
doing physiology, I heard the recurrent, monctonoos,
reiterant ery of a cat in the adjacent room—a ery which
went on the whole of the hour I was at work, and was
poing on just the same when [ began my work again the
next day, and again the next day, sadly weakening, but
atill the same sad, slowle-failing plaintive cry of pain
and misery; and [ thought af - the {-;ny,, long nights and
the long, Tomg days ere sister Death, the kindly one, came
and luid the hand of peace upon this poer mortal.

Tt was-but one, bik it was oo and it came home ta
me and told me what printed words can never tell, of the
misery which poes on in the dark places of scientific
research.

And again T agk myself whether it is better to gain the

whole world of Knowledre and to lose the soul of the race
which is struggling towards God. Is it not bettee for the
human race, decimated by dizease, to enter by the
narrow gate which leads to the good things of glory, than
to be freed from pain and to be cast headlong into the
abyss: of selfisiness and into- the chazm of callous
dizfegard of all that is humane and sanctified by divine
sentiment 7
L ] -

And if for a moment I might digress here, T would
point out that theosa very discazes which men are tortur-
ing the animal world to try to cure, are largely produced
by a previous torture of the animal world to produce an
unnatiral, unwholssomes, Blocd-stained and pain-smirched

.

And thus the vicious circle goes round. We bepgin
by inflicting pain and agony en animals in order to pleasa
our palate—the acme of selfish pleasure—Nature steps
in and demands the penakty. The pemalty of pain
wantonly tnficted is pam to be endured, and so we pet
{heddmad form of painful Disease stalking through the
and.

Instead of learning that the modern dead—like the
o000 who disd-at Kibroth Hataavel—are killed becanse
of their wanton disregard of the beautiful food that is
piven to them, and becauge of their demand for the flesh
pots of Ezvpt and the quails of the desert, the seekers
after Health go deeper into the morass of the incantations
of pain.

“The animals are sent to be eaten™ they ery, “and
if their dead bodies bring disease, they are also sent for
us to experiment upon in order that we may escape from
this dizease.”

1 have never yat met a homanitarian fruitarian who
is a vivieector! And why? Because those who have
prasped the true meaning of humaneness haye also
learned that advancing Nature teaches the sccrets of
Health as well as the gospel of Goodness.

It is not for nothing that the ingpired writer of the
Book of the Revelation foresaw that in the time to come
the fruits of the twelve trecs wounld be the food of the
biessed, and the leaves thereof would be for the healing
of the Mations, and that then there would be *‘no mare

.

There will ba no slanghter-housez in Heaven, and
hecause of this there will be no vivisection laboratories
there,  And becanse of all thess things * there will be
no more paim.’” '

The pathway to Health does not lie through the
eharnel house, and the abattoir, and the wivisection
trough, but in conscious obedience to the humanest and
hest within.

Fruits, not meat exteacts; vital juices of plants, not
broths of dead things: living grains, net decaying game,
are the best sustenance for Man in health, the best
remedies for Man in sickness, and the best preventives
of dizense.

The right adoption of a scientific Fruitarian dietary
would at one stroke do away with the very need for the
greater part of the vivisection which is asked for.

- AN P

And lastly, and even still more urgently, are we
bourd to ask, * I8 Vivisection the euly way by which
these discoveries could have been made?™

And sgain, 1 for one am beund to answer that in

# Men canmct be wuly preat uslos they are truly kind,”
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my opinion a larze proportion of vivisectional experi-
ments nre sz nesdiess a3 thev-oare cruel, and  {hat
therefore until they are condemned, and until the
hysiolopists separate themeelves absolutely and entirely
?rl:rrn any fellowship with such things, they have no
elaim to be heard even in defence of those experiments
which are presumably necessary.

We have been resaled of late vears with wonderful
stories by the scientific experimenters of the effect of
iehack,’ but to what end 1 cannot yet understand.

If we want to know the effect of shock upan the
human body, why go and torture some poor innocent
dog and watch him writhe in agony?

Are thers not enouveh erushed hands and feet and
arms and leps browght into every great Hospital in
London every day of the week, which could be observed
and tabalated, without adding to the wretched mizery
of the world by deliberately crushing dogs' paws in order
to oheerve the effsct on their heart.

It were better to go upon the battlefield, where men
and horses are being shot by bullet, splintored by shell
and croghed and wounded in & thousand ways, and to
make successful observations there upon o grand scals,
which would climinate the errors of narrower chserva-
tions, than to spend a quiet post prandial hour with a
pips while a dog or a eat is being crushed and his dving
momeants are comfortably watched and his agonized
writhings are being pleazantly connted.

For those who wish to study the effects of shock on
the human system there 5 no nesd toadd to the sum
total of animal misery by inflicting more miserahis
tortures—the world is only too full of accidents and
etushinga and broisings and woundings and falls and
fractures and dislocations; and these can be studied first
hand on meen,

From this one illostration I wonld point out how
unngcesary are many of the major vivisections so pain-
fully carried ont, so ‘painstakingly teported amd so
widely approved.

Let those wha will, carry on the parable and show how
in other fields of research the arm-chair physiclogist is
studying his own comfort and ease when he says that his
BXpATIMEnts Are MaCessary:

It can be shown by patient ressarch that the weoeld is
full of every sort of material for the abservant mind to
learn from, and that for those who witl hold before them-
g=lves the diviner attitade of self-sacrifice there'is nolack
of opportonity or of cases, without manufacturing pain

ad loc.
- e --

May I, in conclusion, emphiasize one great motto that
should guide us in our reseatches for the welfare of
suffering humanity; and in all our observalions on piiﬁ
and digeaze. It 13 thizs maxim:

U Eeary whils healing, bui do mof fortare §0 oy

Let the first aim be always and everywhers ta heal
dizease, 1o ciure the soffering, and to alleviate those in
pain, and during our ministration of healing wo shall
find infinite opportunities of observing canses and
effects, and of discovering new methods of eure.  And
the zcience of medicine and her handmaids of chemstry,
of bacierialogy, of phyziclosy and of anatomy shall
ever bless, and, in blessing, shall also be blessed.

Jastal Cildfieid.

ThairtSe ol braeb0ibad of asce bz baakhe Form, whib mx Acres e al Medizl Opiesmi
sl ine Frictioe el Vireeghan  Foos Ous Fasay,

Glimpses of Truth.

A]I spiritual troth is waiting to become yours as fast
as you will make room for it.

You cannot come into conscious communication with
angelic beings until yourszelf are fitted to receive
them.

The religion that has nothing to give, gives promissory
notes, payable after death.

The world is dependent upon &ach one of us for come
of ita light.

[f 1 allow anything and everything to control my being,
I am then like a house piven over to tramps.

Wisdom trausforms the wrong witf!'l its superior harmeny,
Ignorance fights it and thereby increases it.

People who entertain their friends with fine dinners, ete.,
ofton give them invisible mental food that would be
toe corrupt for a buzzard to eat, if it were materialized,

True friendship is of the mind and heart, and does
not congist of a mask of pretty make.balieve
externals.

You cannot cling to the soul-dwarfing habits of thought,

feeling and action off the old life, and at the same
time receive the health, happiness and procperity of the
Mew Life.

It is well to be &n unconscious instrument for the

transmission of the wisdom of the spirit spheres to
Earth, but it is far better 1o be @ conscious @wer of the
Wisdom earned by your swn soul.

The barder the transgressor makes his own wav, the

more he blames others. He is: on the road of
reformation when he ceases to blame others, and reaiizes
hiz own responsibility for has condition.

The man of to-day is like a child—he wants joy, peace,
happiness, but elings with both hands to that which
can only bring him discord, unrest and dissatisfaction.

A man becomes rich maferinlly, by getting mankind to
work for him. He ecarns spiritual wealth by working
Jor kumaneiy.

When an animal attacks a man he is called a * savage
brute.”  When a man attacks an inoffenzive animal
hie 35 called & “sportsman” But -a 'savape brote”
called by any other name, 15 etiil a " svage boute™
1= it worth while—this falsifving and cheating and strife
and discord for a few years {important years, toe) of
life in the flagh body, and living, eating, sleeping; acting
and thinking like oo animai?  IF Love is the “open
segame ™ to Heaven, is it not of the utmast urgency t%at
we cuitivate it and valoe it as the ¥ pearl of great price™
Lucy A Malleey.

*The pessdmiit bueas op his powder before ke batile begini"



